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Abstract

“Kuwahara Kametaro”, who lived in Toyama City, Toyama Prefecture, Japan, is a mason who has been
producing for over 50 years between the early Meiji era and the early Showa era

The production studio was owned by Sogawa in the city of Toyama and also served as a store. The
store name was “Ishigame”. He gave himself a pseudonym as “Kameyama” in his later years.

He created 193 stone structures. Of these, 155 have masonry inscriptions

There are 10 types of stone structures such as stone monuments, guardian dogs at Shinto shrine,
torii gates, lanterns, tombstones, and stone Buddha statues.

What he is most good at is the various stone structures set up in the shrine’ s precincts. Among
them, the guardian dog has a muscular physique, and that face and tail show his unique
characteristics.

He also made various forms of monuments, such as memorials to soldiers who died in the war and
honoring monuments to celebrities who have made achievements. Among them, the rectangular
plate—shaped monument shows his unique sculptural beauty.

As for the stone material, he used the most granite from Mt. Rokko. Next, he used Inai stone
from Miyagi prefecture, and andesite and granite from Toyama prefecture.

During his active career, there were about 110 masons in Toyama City. Of these, he produced the

most stone structures and was the most skilled and aesthetically pleasing mason.
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